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No. 38 Date: ¥ January 2010

PERCUTANEOUS DRAINAGE CATHETERS (also known as
‘Pigtail” catheters)

Background

Thers have been a number of seriocus adverss events reported in South
Australia related to percutansocus drainage catheters (pigtail). The
catheters in uss are manufactured by Boston Scientific Py, Ltd. And Cook
Incarporated

Problems identified include:

= Tissws and organ traurna on insertion and withdranwal
= Maimtenance $sues

= Inadvertent remowval

= Retained materials

Actions

The Department of Health s reviewing the safety issuwe and further
recommendations will be issued,. As a matter of urgency, the Department
of Health requires the fallewing safety precautions 1o be taken

1. When asssssing the need for inssrion of the percutansous
drainage catheter, carefully consider the risks. benefits, and
wrgency of performing the proecedure

2. Ensure that processes are in place o ensure that the cinican
Insaring, Managing or remaving the percutanesus cathaler are
clinically competent in the skills required. Clhnicians being traimed in
the procedurs must hawve adequats levels of supervision by thoss
experienced in performing the procedure.

= Wheraver possible Seldinger technique (guide wire) should be used
for insericn, Senerally, metal trocars should NOT be used for
insarbons unless under guidance with maging or in special
situations by a medical specialist. |deally, imaging techniques
should be used to confirm cormmect placement of the Seldingsr wirs
prior to feeding in the pigtail catheter.

4. Do MNOT routinely cut the catheter 1o release the locking mechanism
for removal as the suture may be retained in the body cavity. If the
catheler does not remcve sasily, then imaging and medical
specialist assistance should be socught.

Actions required by SA Health Services:

Report all events:

Health facilities are required to report all incidents related to percutaneous
drainage catheters to the SA Incident Management System. Device
related incidents should also be reported to the Therapeutic Goods
Administration.

If you have any queries please contact Jen Kay at
jen.kay@health.sa.gov.au or on 0438 807 342.

George Beltchev
Chief Executive Officer
Country Health SA
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